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App State Staffing Updates
Many thanks to those of you that were able to be a part of our interview
process for the Assistant Director for Higher Ed Partnerships position. We
are moving forward with that and hope to have an announcement very soon
to share the final outcome. Stay tuned....!
Additionally, you may have heard that Shari Williamson, Assistant Director
for College Access Services, has put in her resignation and her last day will
be April 14th. While we are still working out the details of her transition, I did
want to share that we will be posting her position very soon. It will take us
some time to do a full search to replace Shari, and we will be sure to share a
transition plan for communications in her absence. We are currently
developing that plan and will share that out with you before April 14th. We
are grateful for Shari's leadership and support to the GEAR UP project over
the 8 years that she has been a part of the grant. Please join us in wishing
her good luck in her next adventure!
Lastly, Tim Walker has transitioned to a new role in Special Funds
Accounting on campus, leaving the Senior Accountant role vacant. This
position will also be posted soon and we invite you to share with others once
this position is posted as well.

AIM Grants
AIM Grant applications are officially live
and accessible to any eligible and
interested party within our GEAR UP
Community. Please visit our GEAR UP
website for the latest information,
processes and access to the application.
Applications will be accepted from March
25th- June 17th.

Academic Innovation Conference
Please use the following infographic to assist
in the conversations and marketing of the
Academic Innovation Conference. This
document outlines the two categories of
educators who will be attending the
conference and the various levels of support
provided as an incentive to their attendance.

Design Camp Details
Design Camp this year will be held from July 11th-14th, 2022 on the campus
of Appalachian State University. The camp flyer is linked so it can be printed
and distributed to teachers, parents, and students. All costs will be covered
by AppState GEAR UP funds, so students can view it as a scholarship to
attend. Below are links with important camp information and registration.
Website - Link with More Information
Registration - (All parents signing up their students will need to create an
account before they can register their student at above link)

Pitch Competition Details
The Pitch Competition this year will be held on Saturday June 18th, 2022. Below
and attached you will find details to share with your interested teachers and
teams. There will be 2 categories, one for our ROOTed and AIM grant recipients
and one category for creative ideas being worked on by any GEAR UP students
and teachers.
Please help me in the recruitment of teams! I have attached the logistical
information including a cool video to get an idea of what the day looks like!
1. Overview of event including grading rubrics and necessary documents to be
prepared for event
2. Interest Form (Needs to be turned in to me by May 1st, 2022)
Here is a recruitment video from a previous year to help spread the word!
We are planning to hold the event at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Asheville NC
during the Academic Innovation Conference from June 17th-19th. It will be open
to both High School and Middle School teams, so the more the merrier! We are
getting all the logistics set up on our side, but we need your help to get the
teams on board and prepared! It won't be a party without them, so please let me
know if there is anything I can do to help generate interest.

Marketing & Communications Files
Do you need anything in our GEAR UP Resource Folder personalized? Do you want us to
create something similar in your district? We can tweak any resource to fit the needs of your
district, and we encourage you to brainstorm any ideas of how our resources can serve your
needs! Districts may use any of the resources from this folder at any time. If a district wants
to make any edits to an existing item in the folder, they will need to complete the Resource
Request form. We will continually add items to this folder, so be sure to check back often.
If you would like App State to print a resource in the folder, please allow 30 days for printing
and delivery of the materials. Contact Elyssee Gibson (gibsonse@appstate.edu) with any
questions.
New items in the folder include GEAR UP Zoom backgrounds, test date reminders, social media
posts, GEAR UP services login flyers, survey graphics, and more!

Have Suggestions?
Click Here

We love to hear your ideas! Do you have suggestions that will help us
improve? At any time, please provide your feedback by clicking the button on
the left. Thanks for taking the time to help us continuously grow and
improve.
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